
ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέ 
was more than a theme for the 50 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ha LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
άLƳǇŀŎǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ.   
The message of the cross made an 
impact in the lives of participants from 
11 different nations as well as the 
hundreds of children, young people and 
adults they met in Ireland. 

Four days of teaching 
and preparation on 
board Logos Hope in 
Cork launched the 
two-week outreach.  
Bible studies with 
Peter Mead helped 
participants gain a 
deeper understanding 
of what the cross of Jesus means to 
each one of us.  And opportunities for 
prayer, team building and outreach in 
Cork city centre set the tone for the rest 
of the programme. 

Six teams left the ship on Saturday 11 
July; travelling to Athlone, Athenry, 
Tullamore, Sligo and Navan to work 
alongside local churches.  The seventh 
team, led by OM Ireland director Mike 
Mullins stayed on board the ship until 

Monday 13 July when they set off on 
foot to walk from Cork to Rahara (home 
ƻŦ ha LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ [ŀŎƪŜƴ 
House) carrying a 12 foot wooden cross. 

wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
programmes, cleaning up litter and 
painting walls, handing out gospel tracts 
and sharing their faith on the streets, 
through laughter and tears, enduring 

sickness and blisters, 
the teams took every 
oppor t un i t y  to 
demonstrate and 
share the message of 
the cross. 

ha LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ƛƎ wŜŘ 
Bus travelled to four 
of the towns, joining 

the teams to reach out in shopping 
centres, parks and housing estates. 

At the end of the outreach, reunited at 
Lacken House, the teams shared and 
celebrated all that God had done in and 
through their lives ς it was more than 
anyone could have thought or even 
imagined!! 

This is the story of our journey 
ΨōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΩΧ 

άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎ 
to those who are perishing,  

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.έ 
1 Corinthians 1:18 

The message of the cross 
made an impact in the lives 

of participants from 11 
different nations as well as 
the hundreds of children, 
young people and adults 

they met in Ireland. 

www.ie.om.org 



In Tullamore, County Offaly 
the team worked alongside the local 
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
holiday club.  Over 40 children crowded 
ŜŀƎŜǊƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ΨǇƛǊŀǘŜΩ 
adventure with lessons from the book 
of Philippians.   

A tough assignment 
ά!ǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ L ŀǎƪŜŘ DƻŘ 
to put the difficult kids in my group ς 
the ones that everyone else dreaded,έ 
explained Ashley from Canada. 
άbŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ, God came through in 
a huge way!!έ 

The children were defiant and Ashley 
found herself breaking up wrestling 
matches and struggling to keep control.  
Instead of listening to the Bible stories, 
the children ended up hitting each 
other with the Bibles! Finally, on the last 
day Ashley prayed for a sign that 
something the team was doing had 
made an impact.   

άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ .ƛōƭŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ, each kid 
opened the Bible and helped each other 
find the passage,έ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ.  άhƴŜ 
of the most troublesome kids sat and 
read the scripture perfectly and then 
they worked together as a beautiful 
team to solve the puzzle we had made 
for them!έ 

Thankful 
While leading the 4 ς 6 year olds, Ann 
asked the children if they knew who 
Jesus was.  One little girl said she did 
not. ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ 

picture of Jesus and the disciples I 
explained who Jesus is and why I love 
him,έ !ƴƴ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ.   

The little girl, who had been difficult to 
handle all week, listened for the first 
time.  After Ann finished she asked if 
anyone wanted to pray and say thank 
you to Jesus for anything.  The little girl 
was the first and only volunteer.   She 
made a whole list of things she was 
grateful for and thanked Jesus for her 
life, family and for the cross! 

Helpful! 
Team leader, Kimmy from America 
struck up a friendship with one helpful 
eight-year-old.  The boy was quick to 
hand out supplies.  When he brought in 
a pirate book to show the team, Kimmy 
was so impressed with his reading skills 
that she challenged him to read the 
Bible.  At the end of the week, the 
church presented him with his own 
Bible.  άIŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘ!έ YƛƳƳȅ 
said.  άIŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ 
Sunday with his mum and had read all 
of Philippians and was anxious to read 
more.έ 

ha LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ Big Red Bus 
travelled from town to town through 
LƳǇŀŎǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ 
and youth programmes.  Visiting 
Athlone, Sligo, Tullamore and Navan, 
the team was constantly on the move! 
 
A chance to meet the neighbours 
Tamika discovered that being on the 
bus team was a unique and amazing 
experience.  άL ƭƻǾŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
various teams and see what they were 
doing,έ ǎƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ. ά{ƭƛƎƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
place we started with the kids clubs and 
it was great to see the response of the 
kids and the parents.  We found out 
that because of the bus, lots of families 
met for the first time, even though they 
had lived next door and near to these 
people for years!έ 
 
Day off! 
During her day off trip to Dublin, 
Vanessa met a man sitting on a bench 
outside a museum.  She soon found 
herself in a deep conversation about 
God.  άIŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΩ Ǝǳȅ 
ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
relationship with Jesus,έ ±ŀƴŜǎǎŀ ǎŀƛŘ.  
άIŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ 
and so he wanted to keep in touch with 
me.  The next day I checked my emails 
and he had already sent me an email.έ 
 
hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘǎΧ 
After a puppet show upstairs on the 
bus, all of the children went outside to 
play but one stayed behind.  The eight-
year-old boy started to ask Junior deep 
questions about God and heaven.  
Finally Junior realised that the boy was 
preaching!  In the end, he said, άL ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎέ.   
 
The boy went outside and then began 
to talk with the other children, telling 
them about Jesus.  έDƻŘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƳŜ 
how much a child can learn and how 
passionate they can get,έ WǳƴƛƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ.  
άLǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ.έ 

Global Challenge Ireland 

OM Ireland hosts and organises  
short-term teams from around the 

world throughout the year. 

If you would like to bring a team to 
Ireland, or host a team in Ireland, 

please contact Julia Collins. 

julia.collins@ie.om.org 



The team in Athlone ran three 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
different locations around the town.   
They were amazed how just one week 
could make a dramatic difference in the 
lives of over 80 children!!! 
 
Scared 
One little boy was always at the club 
but often did not want to participate in 
the things we were doing.  He even was 
scared of entering the Big Red Bus at 
first.  On Friday when Sigi was walking 
home from the park, the boy stood 
there beside the fence and was looking 
sad. Sigi raised her hand to say, άDƛǾŜ 
me five,έ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ.  Then he came 
over the fence and hugged her.   
 
Sigi invited him to come to the family 
party that evening.  He thought his 
ƳǳƳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ Ǝƻ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƴŘ 
one other boy were the only ones who 
showed up for the party!  
 
Transformed 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳō 
on a playground next to a housing 
estate.  The playground was littered 
with empty beer cans, broken glass and 
rubbish. 
 
After the second club, the team worked 
together with the children to clean up 
the playground.  In a short while, it was 
transformed from a rubbish dump into 
an attractive and safe play area!   

The small town of Athenry  
in County Galway was home to an 
enthusiastic and creative international 
team.  Using their skills in dance, music 
and skateboarding, the team members 
built relationships with local children 
and young people.  But they were all 
amazed when picking up litter made the 
greatest impact of all!! 
 
Preaching without words 
ά²ƘŜƴ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ 
and found out that we have to tidy up 
the town, I really felt like: Ψbƻ!!! This is 
ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ!!Ωέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Karen from Germany.   
 
She was not the only one.  Mikko from 
Finland shared, άCƛǊǎǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ, ΨLǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
really how we preach the gospel?Ω  !ǎ L 
picked those beer cans and bottles (and 
there were plenty of them) I was 
thinking ς ΨǿƘŀǘ ŀƳ L ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ?Ωέ  

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ 
difference at all because our main aim is 
to share the gospel,έ YŀǊŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ.  ά.ǳǘ 
God taught me that sometimes the 
weirdest works leave the biggest 
impression.  When we walked through 
the town later everybody was 
impressed that we tidied up a part 
nobody cares about.  Especially when 
we did it for free.  This gave us many 
opportunities to share the gospel.έ 
 
Truly rich 
Angelika from Germany felt prompted 
to go and talk with a group of young 
boys sitting in the playground.  She 
ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ΨƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
9ǳǊƻ ǘǊŀŎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
Jesus in their life, they are truly rich.  
One 14-year-old began asking about 
Jesus.  The others made fun of it all and 
some girls came up and tried to get him 
to move away.  Amazingly, he stayed 
talking with Angelika and seemed 
interested and open.  άL ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ 
him to read the Bible and to keep 
looking for the truth,έ 

A small team of four worked alongside 

the Baptist church in Sligo running a 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ŏƭǳō ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ 40 
kids each day.   Their hard work was 
rewarded when 10 children turned up 
to church on the final Sunday! 
 
Unexpected 
After the Sligo team gave out copies of 
ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊŘƭŜǎǎ ōƻƻƪΩ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
attended their club they were amazed 
to see two of the youngsters sharing the 
story with a man in a local shop. άL 
thought we were here to bless others, 
and yet we were blessed; I thought we 
were doing the work for the Lord and 
yet He included the kids in His salvation 
plan,έ ǎŀƛŘ DŀǾƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ.   
 
Reluctant witness 
When Karen from Scotland spotted a 
Muslim woman who had brought her 
son to join the kids club on board the 
Big Red Bus she felt God prompting her 
to talk with the woman.  άL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
to do this.  I had come for the kids.  But 
God kept saying, speak to this woman.έ 
 
Eventually, Karen spoke with the 
woman and befriended her.  Later in 
the week she went to visit the woman 
in her home.  ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ 
that we had taken out the time to come 
and see her.  She knew that we were 
different because of the love that was 
shown to the children.  The woman has 
been in the church and is now 
connected to the church members.έ 
 
Short time ς lasting impression 
Hadassah (Australia) got chatting with a 
15-year-old girl  and shared about God 
and the message of the cross.  Saying 
goodbye on the final night, the girl 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ΨǘŜŀǊȅΩ.  She told Hadassah she 
had cystic fibrosis and only got out of 
hospital for a short period each day and 
spent that time with the team! άL ǿŀǎ 
able to leave her with a Jesus DVD and a 
flyer,έ IŀŘŀǎǎŀƘ ǎŀƛŘ.  ά{ƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
me on the last night ς her first time ever 
to pray.έ 



For more details about OM Ireland please go to www.ie.om.org 
or contact OM Ireland, 

Lacken House | Rahara | Co Roscommon | Ireland 
Tel +353 (0)90 6623964 

The team based in Navan, 

County Meath quickly coined the 
ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ άLƳǇŀƛƴǘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
discovered they would be spending 
most of the week with a paintbrush in 
hand.  The team helped the church to 
paint a local crèche, ƻƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 
and rehabilitation centre as well as the 
brand new church building. 
 
Impaint Ireland 
At times some of the team members 
struggled to understand how their 
practical service could be of value but 
unknown to them, their actions were 
leaving a more lasting impression than a 

coat of paint. ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ DƻŘ-
send,έ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ 
as the team worked away.  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
right,έ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ, άDƻŘ ŘƛŘ 
send us to help you!έ 
 
When the town said, άbƻ!έ 
The team had spent the whole week 
looking forward to the visit of the Big 
Red Bus and the chance to share the 
gospel with children in a local park.  But 
minutes before the programme was due 
to start the park-keeper refused 
permission for the bus to come in.  A 
visit to the town council in search of 
another venue also failed. 

In desperation, the team drove the bus 
into a housing estate where it was 
welcomed with open arms by the local 
community.  Over 40 children joined in 
the games and crafts and crowded onto 
the bus for a puppet show. 

A dream became a reality for OM 
Ireland Director Mike Mullins when he 
led a small team of five people from the 
Logos Hope in Cork to Lacken House in 
County Roscommon carrying a 12 foot 
wooden cross.  Along the way, the 

Cross Team stopped to talk with 

dozens of people ς praying for them 
and sharing the reason for their long 
walk and blistered feet! 
 
God went ahead of us 
άL ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Řŀƛƭȅ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ 
was going ahead of us and preparing 
towns,έ ǎŀƛŘ Yȅƭŀ.  άLǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 
each town we were in just the right 
place at the right time.  There were 
times when it seemed we were really 
off our planned course or schedule but 
discovered we were exactly where God 
wanted us to be.  He had the plan and it 
was an amazing plan.έ 

Changed lives 
Ming yu from South Korea was 
delighted to be able to join the Cross 
team.  ά[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
many people blessed us through 
hospitality and great food.  And a lot of 
people gave their hearts to Jesus.  LΩƳ 
so happy for the chance to carry the 
ŎǊƻǎǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
very well.  WŜǎǳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
lives and my life as well.έ 
 
The power of the cross 
άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ƳƻǾŜ ǎƻ 
powerfully during the walk,έ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
Tim.  άLΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Iƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ.  
The cross ς not the wooden thing we 
carried but the sacrifice Christ made for 
us - is so powerful and life changing.  It 
is beautiful to see the lost become 
chosen.έ 

http://www.ie.om.org/

