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So goes the famous line from the 
baseball movie Field of Dreams.  For 
three summer days in Athlone, a 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŎŀƳǇ ǿŀǎ άōǳƛƭǘέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ 
the kids came!  Around 40 kids each day 
participated in the baseball camp and 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ha LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
Big Red Bus that was also on site.  The 
weather was (mostly) good, the kids 
learned a new game and new life skills, 
and the Gospel was proclaimed. 

A team of seven from 
Shoal Creek Baptist 
Church in Deatsville, 
Alabama USA partnered 
with OM Ireland to put 
on the camp.  For many 
in the group it was their 
first time on an 
international missions 
trip ς so expectations for their time in 
Ireland varied.  Shane Russell, the 
pastor of Shoal Creek and team leader, 
had previously helped with a baseball 
camp held in Buncrana, Co. Donegal in 
2005.  After a couple of days of cultural 
orientation, evangelism training, and 
door-to-door camp promotion, the 
team was ready to go! 

Teaching a brand new game to kids of 
varying ages and abilities is challenging, 
but also a lot of fun.  Most of the kids 
picked up on things very quickly and 
were anxious to start playing.  Each 
morning was spent in instruction and 
drills ς where the kids learned 

fundamentals such as hitting, fielding, 
and throwing.  Each day had a theme 
and life skill that went with it ς these 
were:  Attitude, Commitment, and 
Conviction.  After lunch the kids listened 
to stories from the game of baseball 
and the Bible to help illustrate the 
theme, one of the participants shared 
their testimony and presented the 
Gospel.  The team then lead the kids in 
a baseball game during the 
afternoon.  After camp each day, the 

team would hang around 
to talk with the kids and 
their parents.  The kids 
also enjoyed teaching 
the Americans some 
ƎŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
as familiar with, such as 
football and rugby. 

After camp had ended, the team joined 
in a time of prayer, worship, and sharing 
at the Athlone Baptist Church.  Pastor 
Dom encouraged the group by speaking 
from 1 Corinthians 15:58 ς ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ 
my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the 
[ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦέ  We 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
efforts, but if our work is in obedience 
to the Lord, we can take comfort in that 
and trust in Him.  It was a great 
reminder and a perfect ending to the 
camp! - Dax Bryant, Sports Ministry 

Coordinator, OM Ireland 

ά/ƻƳƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎ 
to the Lord; 
trust him 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘΦέ 
Psalm 37:5 

p If you build it, they will come. q 



Global Challenge Ireland 

OM Ireland hosts and organises  
short-term teams from around the 

world throughout the year. 

If you would like to bring a team to 
Ireland, or host a team in Ireland, 

please contact OM Ireland. 

  Chris 

Preparing to share my testimony on the 
first day of the Baseball Camp, I had 
looked at the age group of the kids. My 
general plan was to talk about how I 
had played baseball my whole life and 
found Jesus during that process. As I 
began to talk, I looked up and saw two 
older boys ς and God took over. My 

testimony went from the fun in my life 
όōŀǎŜōŀƭƭύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŘŀǊƪ ǎƛŘŜέ ς drinking 
and fighting. I was really confused 
afterwards about why I had just told 
this story to such a young age group. 
But looking back I now know it was for a 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴΥ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴŜΗ 

  Traci 

I first shared (or tried to share) the 
gospel with a young boy at the camp. I 
got about halfway through ς explaining 
sin ς and he just walked off. Honestly, I 
was a little disheartened and frustrated 
thinking I am not good at this. But I 
tried again. I had several conversations 
with the children on the Big Red Bus 
about Jesus ς explaining who he is and 

why he died on the cross for us. These 
kids were much more receptive and 
were able and willing to carry on a 
conversation with me about Jesus. 
Although I was not able to see any one 
particular person come to believe in 
Jesus this week, I know we planted 
seeds or helped to plough the ground in 
this tough field! 

  Ludie 

I was encouraged by one young lad in 
the housing estate who I had shared the 
gospel with months back in the park 
with the Big Red Bus. He brought two 
friends to me specifically so they could 
ƘŜŀǊ άǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅέΦ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
share with five more kids in the estate 
and am trusting God to speak to them. 

  Abigail  

Sitting upstairs on the Big Red Bus I just 
felt like telling the kids about Jonah in 
the whale. So before I dealt out the Uno 
cards I started the story. When I said 
that a fish swallowed the man, the kids 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά²ƘŀǘΚΗΚΦΦΦ bƻƻƻƻΗΦΦΦ 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇΗέ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƘŀŘ 
never heard of Jonah and so it was just 

really neat to see their reaction. When I 
tried to turn the story into how Jesus 
died for three days like Jonah was in the 
whale for three days I lost their 
attention. I did however get the chance 
to sit down and talk with a little girl. I 
told her about Jesus and planted a seed. 



  Josh 

One of my goals coming here was to let 
God use me to share the gospel with 
someone without worry or 
nervousness, and in full confidence. And 
God made it possible. First he allowed 
me to watch Ludie give a simple, clear 
and powerful picture of the gospel to a 
man in Athlone. As I watched Ludie 
speak with this man I was on my toes 

just wanting to talk myself. The next day 
God gave me my own opportunity and 
made it so easy for me to share with a 
Ƴŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŎŀƳǇΦ IŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
read, so asked for tapes of the Bible 
after I shared with him who Jesus was 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
able to do that without God and I feel 
blessed by it as much as this man was. 

  Shane 

A young man who joined in on the 
second day of the baseball camp was 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaƛƭƭƛƻƴ 9ǳǊƻέ ǘǊŀŎǘ ǿŜ 
were handing out. Upon giving to him, 
ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άLǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀŘ ǊƛŎƘΚέ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
opened up a great opportunity to share 
ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ L ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άaȅ 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǿƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊƪŜŘ 
the interest of several other boys and 
they began to listen as well. They all 
denied my statement and then I began 
to question other team member by 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
team member, whether from the US, 
Canada, Ireland, Brazil, South Korea, or 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ǿŀǎ ά¸ŜǎΗέ IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ 
άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜΚέ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
clearly share the gospel with him, after 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άL ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ς your 
CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ DƻŘΦέ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
gospel with him two more times on the 
Thursday and I continue to pray for him. 

  Ashley 

God gave me so many opportunities to 
share my faith this week, and I failed to 
share a lot of the times. At lunch one 
day after baseball I sat down and talked 
to a few boys about the bracelets we 
were wearing. I told them that Jesus is 
the only way to heaven and he loves 
them. I handed out about 50 tracts to 
people throughout Athlone, but did not 
talk to them about the tracts. I just gave 
a tract to them and walked away. I took 
the first step, but did not follow through 
with personally sharing Christ! I have 
been encouraged by watching Ludie and 
his boldness in sharing. I love his 
courage and heart for lost people. God 
has opened my eyes to how I can 
improve the way I share the gospel with 
the lost through OM! 

  Katelyn  

The first two days of the camp were 
hard for me personally because I felt 
ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
sinking in for them, that they just 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ς but on the last day 
of camp God proved me wrong. One 
little girl came up to me and started 
asking me about Jesus. I was able to 
share the gospel with her and we talked 

for a long time about him. Later on that 
day it warmed my heart to hear 
someone tell me that this little girl was 
running around on the playground 
telling others that Jesus lived inside her 
heart! That little girl showed me that 
our work here was not in vain. 
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This experience has sparked up a fire in 
my life towards sharing the gospel and 
taking time to let God move as he 
wishes. My prayer now after this trip is 
to see where God wants me to be and 
where he wants me to use my talents ς 
even if that means leaving America long 
term for another country or even full-
time. 

- Josh 

 
I have always treated the Lord like a 
diet in that I would feed myself 
knowledge just enough to keep going. I 
now want to feed myself more than 
ever. This trip has brought me a lot 
closer to God. I realise God has always 
been in charge, not me. I realise prayer 
is a very powerful thing in a group 
session or setting. My attitude toward 
missions is that now I need to prepare a 
lot more before a mission whether it is 
away from home or at home. I do 
understand that mission should never 
end.  

- Chris 

 
I always had a heart for missions and 
compassion to see the lost get saved. 
But this trip has shown me the sacrifice 
and commitment a missionary makes: 
ranging from the adjustment and 
acceptance of cultural differences to 
not having the spiritual encouragement 
that we have in the States. I have 
caught a glimpse of how much work 
there is to be done for the Lord. 

- Traci 

This mission trip has opened my eyes 
and shown me that my relationship 
with God has been a half hearted thing. 
LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƴŘ 
really let God have full control of my 
life. I want to further commit my life to 
God. I want all of my conversations to 
ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ 
relationship with Jesus to be a half 
ƘŜŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴΦ 

- Abigail  

 
Over this past week, my faith has been 
strengthened and personal deficiencies 
have been revealed. This trip has shown 
me where I need to grow in the area of 
personal evangelism and how leading a 
church to reach their community can 
only happen in conjunction with leading 
them to reach the world. 

- Shane 

 
Throughout the week God has revealed 
a lot to me about myself. I have learned 
that I need to fully rely on Him with 
everything. I now have a better 
understanding of how important 
missions are and that we all have a 
responsibility to carry out the great 
commission. God has given me a new 
heart and compassion towards people. 
He has allowed me to see people as He 
sees them, and He has broken my heart 
this week for Ireland. I hope to take all 
the things he has taught me back home 
and use them to spread his word. 

- Katelyn  

I cannot wait to tell others about Christ! 
I have greatly been moved and changed 
by this mission trip. It makes me want 
to be a better husband and dad. I will be 
carrying gospel tracts with me at all 
time when I get home! 

- Ashley 

http://www.ie.om.org/

